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year he used to measure and record at one spot
the encroachment of the sea upon the beach.
Where today the sea washes and the steel pier
extends, once lay cornfields. For a hundred years
it was a favorite resting place for statesmen and
politicians of national eminence. They traveled
there by stage, sailing sloop, or their own wagons.
People from Baltimore and the South more par-
ticularly sought the place because i't was easily
accessible from the head of Chesapeake Bay by
an old railroad, long since abandoned, to New
Castle on the Delaware, whence sail- or steam-
boats went to Cape May. This avoided the tedious
stage ride over the sandy Jersey roads. Presidents,
cabinet officers, senators, and congressmen sought
the invigorating air of the Cape and the attrac-
tions of the old village, its seafaring life, the
sailing, fishing, and bathing on the best beach of
the coast. Congress Hall, their favorite hotel,
became famous, and during a large part of the
nineteenth century presidential nominations and
policies are said to have been planned within
its walls.